
 
 

 
This project, award DUE #1104229 and #1501756, is supported by the National Science Foundation. 

 

 

Introduction 
The dual credit component of DeafTEC began in July 2006 as Project Fast Forward under the National Science 
Foundation's (NSF) Advanced Technological Education (ATE) program, and has been continued under DeafTEC, 
an NSF ATE National Center of Excellence. Project Fast Forward established a national dual credit program for 
deaf and hard-of-hearing students across the country that allows students to earn college credit while they are still 
in high school. The project includes high school students, teachers, guidance counselors, and school 
administrators in selected schools for the deaf as well as public high schools with large mainstreamed programs. 
 
The establishment of DeafTEC allows Project Fast Forward to offer high schools across the country:  
 

1. STEM-related college-level courses that provide deaf and hard-of-hearing students with both high school 
and college credit in the areas of Information Technology, Graphic Arts, Engineering/Manufacturing, and 
Lab Science. 

2. STEM-related professional development activities during the summer months that include: 

 Training in course content so that high school technology teachers can teach these college-level 
courses at their own institutions. 

 Workshops for teachers and guidance counselors on STEM careers and opportunities available to 
deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals in STEM. 

 Training on best teaching practices and universal design for faculty teaching in mainstreamed 
classrooms that will give deaf and hard-of-hearing students greater access to learning.  
 

Accomplishments 
Project Fast Forward has offered dual credit courses since 2007. During this time: 

 44 teachers from 25 high schools have attended the summer professional development to prepare to 
teach dual credit courses in their high schools, with many teachers returning to NTID to learn content 
for a second and third course for a total of 75 teacher "trainings." 

 22 guidance counselors attended summer professional development activities to work with students 
taking the dual credit courses in their high school. 

 8 NTID courses have been developed and taught for dual credit. 

 90 dual credit course sections were taught  

 498 registrations were recorded in Project Fast Forward courses 

 401 unique deaf and hard-of-hearing students participated in the program 

 97 students took more than one course 

 69% (344/498) received passing grades  

 1032 credits were awarded 
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High School Partners 
Since 2007 we have offered dual credit courses in the following schools around the country: 

Alabama o Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind 

California o University High School, Irvine 

o California School for the Deaf, Fremont 

o California School for the Deaf, Riverside 

o Marlton School for the Deaf, Los Angeles 

Florida o Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, St Augustine 

o William R. Boone High School, Orlando 

Indiana o Indiana School for the Deaf,  Indianapolis 

Illinois o Hinsdale South High School, Darien 

Maryland o Maryland School for the Deaf, Frederick 

Massachusetts o The Learning Center for the Deaf, Framingham 

New York o Lexington School for the Deaf, Jackson Heights 

o Mill Neck Manor School for the Deaf, Mill Neck 

o Rochester School for the Deaf, Rochester 

North Carolina o Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf, Wilson 

o North Carolina School for the Deaf 

Pennsylvania o Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf, Pittsburgh 

Texas o Vines High School, Plano 

o Plano Senior High School, Plano 

o Texas School for the Deaf, Austin 

o McNeil High School, Round Rock 

o Cypress Ridge High School, Houston 

 

Learn more about DeafTEC at www.deaftec.org 
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