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The Product: Components of the STEM Signs Dictionary

The heart of the STEM Signs Dictionary is a website and database, open to all, which has the following components:

1. A searchable list of English terms for each STEM discipline.
2. ASL vocabulary equivalents -- signs presented in video -- for all terms.
3. De�nitions of all STEM terms in both English text and ASL video.
4. A sentence for each sign to provide grammatical and semantic context. Sentences are in both English text and ASL video.

Selection and Adaptation of Signs
Following is the action plan used for creating each discipline’s section of the resource:

1. Make video recordings of the signs used for these terms at partnering schools.
2. Analyze the resulting video and choose the best options for inclusion using the following criteria:

a. Semantic accuracy
b. Ease of use
c. Adherence to ASL morphological principles
d. Minimal use of �ngerspelling

3. Write English de�nitions of the terms.
4. Create ASL translations of the English de�nitions of the terms.
5. Write sentences (in both English and ASL translations) that demonstrate the terms’ use in sentence-level context.
6. Make videos of the ASL terms.
7. Make videos of the ASL de�nitions.
8. Make videos of the ASL sentences.
9. Insert the text and video into the website.

All ASL video is performed by signers with excellent ASL skills as evidenced by ratings of Advanced Plus to Superior Plus on the 
Sign Language Pro�ciency Interview.

Project Sta�ng: Project Director and Discipline Teams

The Project Director (PD) puts together a Discipline Team (DT) for each STEM discipline addressed. Team members will of course 
change depending on the discipline being targeted, with the exception of the PD, who will serve as participating director of each 
Discipline Team. Each team consists of the following:

1. The Project Director
2. At least one NTID/RIT faculty member in that discipline
3. At least one NTID interpreter working in that discipline
4. At least one deaf student either majoring or having signi�cant course experience in that discipline
5. A deaf native signer (for teams where the faculty team member(s), #2 above, do not include a deaf native signer
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