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"I Am a Student and 
I Have Rights Too" 

'To provide practical help and moral 

support to physically handicapped 

students." This is the purpose of the 

Association of Handicapped Students. 

However, one picture is worth a thousand 

words and the picture painted of the 

handicapped student, either temporary or 

permanent, at SMSU is at the least, trying. 

The issue of the handicapped student 

here has been a long one. Before the fall of 

1971 more than one student was asked 

that he attend the University of Missouri 
in Columbia because of their facilities for 

the handicapped. 
SMSU is Missouri's second largest 

university with an enrollment topping 

12,000 students. However, only a small 

number of handicapped students are 

enrolled here. 
Before a handicapped student could 

attend school here there are certain factors 

to take into consideration. Seemingly 

small to the average students, these factors 

take into consideration the geography of 

the campus, location of buildings and 

accessbility to the buildings. 

"Accessibility doesn't mean a 

damn thing In their language"  

classroom, with the exception of Craig 

Hall, are on the top of the doors. Also, 

how long it takes for a student on crutches 

to get to a class on time, how hard it is to 

carry books, and how impossible it is just 

to be comfortable," 

Avery used his senatorial seat as an 

advantage for the handicapped. He asked 

to be made chairman on a Committee for 

the Handicapped. 

Out of this committee came a survey of 

all campus buildings. According to Avery 

only half of the buildings surveyed were 

equipped to handle a handicapped student 
her. 

"Even some of the 

faculty was reluctant" 

Avery's survey also found that not only 

could a first aid kit not be found in 
McDonald Arena, but frantic searching 

turned up only a disarrayed and 

incomplete facimili. 

The attitude of many of the people 

Avery came in contact with during the 
survey was as he calls it "pathetic." 

"Most of them seem to say, 'You're 
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Handicapped student helps clear the way 
by Dawn Erickson 

Being the first handicapped 
student to live in an SMSU 
dorm doesn't seem to impress 
22-yearotd Linda Johnstone. 

Linda's data schedule is as 
hectic as that of any college 
student. In addition, she 
represents Blair•Shannon House 
as an SGA senator. Having 
cerebral palsy doesn't seem to 
get in her way. 

To the casual observer, Linda 
Seems to have limited control of 
her arms and legs; her motions 
are not always smooth. She 
ree.ks slowly, but after about 

minutes, the handicap is 
y forgotten by anyone 

end her. 
Putt eyed and slender, with 
t brown hair, Linda is 

self-confident and outspoken. 
-ne is not afraid to point out 

items of the handicapped on 
pus. 
When I see a need, I say 
ething about it to it can be 

lixed," she said. Her classes 
- -en in various buildings on 

pus. and she walks to most 
dings. 
save a wheelchair that I use 
.etimes to get to Craig or 

Pummill Hall, but I can walk. 
"Lately I've been walking a 
it deal, because my friends 

teachers have been getting 
r me for being lazy." 
...inda has always been 

handicapped. "Cerebral palsy is 
•used by lack of oxygen to 

brain at birth," she said. 
3efore transferring to SMSU 

fall. Linda had always 

nded schools equipped for 
landicapped persons. 

"The Special School District 
of St. Louis includes 11 
schools for the orthopedically 
and mentally handicapped. I 
attended Litzsinger High 
Sdsool to prepare for college, 
but there are, also, three 
vocational schools in the 
special district," she said. 

"Handicapped persons are 
not required to go to school 
there, but the schools are 
completely equipped for them. 
They have special typewriters 
and learning aids, and therapy 
is worked into your regular 
class schedule." 

Linda attended fileramee 
Junior College in St. Louis for 
two years before transferring to 

SIASU, 
Since Linda is able to walk, 

she doesn't have some of the 
p'oblems that persons confined 
to wheelchairs might face at 
SMSU. But rs she sees a 
problem, she doesn't hesitate 
to suggest an ansiver, 

"I really get upset when 
people park their cars in front 
of the wheelchair ramps. I can 
get up and go around a car, 
but someone else might not be 
able to. This happened to me 
when I was using my chair, and 
I fen like scratching that car 

But the didn't scratch it up, 
and is trying to have 
aboveground signs put up to 
mark the location of ramps. 

Linda is surprised that 

SMSU has so few handicapped 
students. SMSU does not 
advertise being equipped for 
them, and she thinks this is 
why most attend MU at 

Columbia. 

"Springfield has a large 
Population of handicapped 
people. and the shopping 
centers are equipped for them. 

"I'm really impressed with 
Battlefield Mall. It is more 
convenient than some of the 
St. Louis shopping centers," 
she said. 

Linda thinks that the 
campus population of 
handicapped students will 
increase when SMSU is able to 
advertise in its brochure that it 
is equipped for them. 

"I know of a male 
handicapped  student from 
Chicago who will be coming 
here for the spring semester, 
He will live off campus; he 
drives  a specially equipped 
car." 

Linda will probably never 

drive a car because she does 
not have enough control of her 
hands. She dismisses that 
limitation lightly. saying, 
"Getting a ride somewhere is 
no problem. I go out with my 
friends whenever we have 

time." 
SGA meetings and studying 

don't leave Linda much spare 
time, but she finds the time to 
party with friends, data on 
weekends, and just sit around 
and visit or read. 

"I have education minded 
suitemates, so our studying 

comes first, but I always listen 
to music while I study," she 
said. John Denver and 
rock-gospel are her favorites. 

Majoring fin theraoeutic 
recreation, Linda's classes this 
semester include sociology of 
leisure, introduction to leisure 
services, adapted physical 

education, New Testament, and 
creative dance for children. 

"I have to do the same 
amount of work, academically 
and physically, as any other 
student, but some of it is 
adapted. 

"My PE class is comparable 
to therapy. I have to lift 
weights and do muscle 
stretching exercises•-this is very 
important to keep up the 
strength in my legs." 

Linda hopes to work for 
therapeut , e recreation 
organization after she 
graduates. She participated in 
Easter Seals programs for the 
handicapped in Si. Louis. 

"Forms of recreation are 

modified for handicapped 
individuals; it really isn't very 

different. 

'When tennis is taught, the 
tennis ball is tied on a string. 
This is good practice to 

improve hand-eye coordination, 
as well as a good form of 
exercise. And it helps to build 
confidence." 

'The main purpose of the 
therapeutic recreation center I 
attended is socialization. It 
helped me to adjust 
to--quole"the normal world'. 
We eventually have to facer it, 
we have to learn to cope with 
it." 

"This fall, I went to the 
crafts festival at Silver Dollar 
City. I went in my wheelchair, 
because you have to walk so 
far. People in wheelchairs get 
in free; I guess they think we 
can't go on the rides. But I got 
up and rode them anyway, 
(But don't tell, they might stop 
letting us in heel)" 

photo by M•nk•l 

Linda Johnstone is the first handicapped student to live in a 

SMSU dorm. 



University falls short 
in access, equipment 

It's-a-mcss-U has another claim 
to shame. The rights of the dis-
abled on campus. 

Monday afternoon, The South-
west Standard office was visited 
by Joe Ryan, author of the guest 
column which appears above. 
Armed with statistics and personal 
observations/experience on the treat-
ment of the disabled in America 
and at SMSU, Joe presented some 
harsh facts: 

As he mentions above, only 25 
percent of eligible disabled persons 
go to college, and, of those, only 
13 percent will receive degrees. 

As of September 1989, there is 
no campus organization which rep-
resents the disabled, per se, at 
SMSU. 

There is only one disabled stu-
dent on the Student Government 
Association, Karen Giles, but ac-
cording to the SGA office, she 
represents her degree area, reading 
and special education, and not 
disabled students. 

"Statistically speaking, the fact 
that there is no representation 
means one of two things. Either the 
disabled are not a cohesive group 
with group identity, or there may 
be people to represent the dis-
abled, it's just not a high priority 
with the administration," Joe said. 

He added that, personally, he 
opts for the latter. 

We went on to discuss facilities 
for the disabled, the frequently 
inoperative elevators 'and the tor• 
turous ramp that leads to the 
library. 	- 

Anyone who has spent rime in 
the buildings on campus is familiar 
with the elevators—is familiar with 

CI;rista A. French 
Staff Thoughts  

the cramped corners in which they 
arc housed, the frequency of break-
downs and the fact that some of 
the elevators do not even provide 
braille plates for blind students to 
identify floor numbers or buttons. 

However, the University has 
taken no initiative in providing for 
its disabled students. Instead, the 
student body took on the responsibil-
ity and the expense of providing 
adaptive equipment for • disabled 
members of the campus commu-
nity through the 'Wird& Commis-
sion vote last spring: 

If SMSU wants to be considered 
a prestige university, then it should 
take action to provide the best for 
all its students. Campus beautifica-
tion and good PR have done all 
that can be done for SMSU, Isn't 
it time that the content and facili-
ties at SMSU lived up to its public 
relations material? 

Ironically, after our discussion 
in the fourth-floor office of The 
Southwest Standard, Joe discov-
ered that the elevator in Carrington 
Hall was being serviced. 

For 45 minutes Joe was trapped 
on the fourth floor. Joe and I 
decided to interpret this incident 
as a message from God. It might 
be well for the administration to 
do rhc same. 	 • 
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Student threatens to take legal 
action over ADAnon-compliance 

Joe Ryan, a senior political science major, sits on the sidewalk in front 
of Hilli-failwhichis virtually inaccessible to him (photo/BradZweerink) 

by Elizabeth D. Cooper 

Joe Ryan, Disabled Concerns Com-
mission chairperson, says he will file 
a lawsuit against SMSU in the up-
coming months to make it comply 
with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, Administrators, however, de-
fend the University's progress 

"Some progress has been made," 
Ryan agreed. "bur there needs to be 
more, and that's why I'm bringing a 
lawsuit." he explained. "As soon as I 
get the preliminary research done in 
the next few months, then I will." 

Ryan said that disabled students are 
frustrated with the University's ef-
forts and don't believe enough im-
provements have been made. 

"The fact that there hasn't been a 
lawsuit, doesn't mean people are 
happy," Ryan said. 

Carrington Hall has been noted by 
many students as one of the worst on 
campus for accessible facilities. 

Hummons Student Center has des. 
ignated areas for wheelchairs. How-
ever, the space isn't large enough and 
not very accessible, Ryan explained. 

The ADA stresses reform of not 
only facilities. but of programs and  

services. But students feel as though 
the University is ignoring them until 
they are forced to listen. 

"They're very concerned about 
numbers, and the more disabled stu-
dents show up, the more accessible 
they'll make it," Ryan commented. 
"But, if the University doesn't do 
something soon, Dr. Keiser's mission 
statement will fall short for disabled 
students." 

Affirmative action officer, Melissa 
Munning, howe vet, said the adminis-
tration does not expect any lawsuits 
being filed, because students realize 
improvements are being made. 

Most complaints to affirmative ac-
tion have been about snow removal 
and general accessibility, but we are 
working on getting it straightened 
out," Manning said. 

The progress is being made and 
gaining momentum on this campus. 
However, inadequate funding andre-
sources are slow i ng the proce ss dow n. 
Manning remarked. 

According to hums Moncrie(, a 
physically challenged senior major-
ing in psychology, many disabled stu-
dents have complained about SMSU's 
lack of action, but have not actually 
talkedaboui bringing a lawsuit against  

the school. However. if it happened. 
there would be strong support for it, 
he explained. 

111 I got wind of something being 
filed, I would definitely support it." 
Moncrief said. 

Students see the improvements 
made only benecating a few, and In 
some cases not even functional. 

According to Moncrief, some cam-
pus facilities are not functional. For 
example, the handicap restrooms in 
the Campus Union located on the first 
floor are poorly designed facilities. 
The two doors make it hard to maneu-
ver for wheelchairs because you have 
to hold one door while opening the 
other and if not done carefully, you 
can get stuck between the two. 

"I feel like it's lip service. I don't 
arc any workmen, work being done. 
Of 'under construction' signs around." 
Moncrief said. 

"I really believe SMSU was com-
ing up to the deadline and had to do 
something. so they looked ut what In 
the required measurements and put 
up handicap signs on those because 
there is no degree of functionalism in 
some." Moncrief said. 

Accessible restrooms. handicap 
park ing and wheelellioriireos s.port•  

ing events lop the list of complaints 
heard by Mike Jungers. coordinator 
of Disability Student Support Ser-
vices. 

According to Jungers, more handi-
cap parking added this year alleviated 
most complaints from last year. How-
ever, accessible restrooms still remain 
a common complaint. 

"Some buildings on campus do not 
have accessible handicap bathrooms." 
Jungers said. 

Ovenill, procedures are improving 
throughout the University. Students 
are going to college now who would 
never have been able to before, Jungers 
remarked. 

"We're currently working on some 
different courses. such as a logic-
designed course instead of the stan-
dard a/gcbra-based course in the math 
department." 	According 	to 
Jungers. the nature of disabilities is 
not an absolute. improvements will 
continue lobe made for a long time. 

"Even after every facility. struc-
ture, and every floor in e very building 
meets or exceeds the codes, we still 
have other problems come up with 
functionalism that have to be dealt 
with on an individual basis," Jungers 
conclialcd 
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